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Fact Sheet: Governor Doyle’s Health Care Leadership 
 

Governor Jim Doyle has made ensuring access to affordable health care and providing high-quality 
services for Wisconsin residents top priorities of his administration. By maximizing state and federal funds 
and adopting free market principles, Wisconsin is continuing to expand access to health and long term care 
even in the face of the most challenging fiscal climate in more than a generation. Governor Doyle’s 
approach has focused on simplification and streamlining state programs to reach those in need. Every 
major health care initiative pursued by Governor Doyle has made “keep it simple” a primary objective. 
 
Some of Wisconsin’s key health care initiatives include: 
 
Health Care Coverage for 98 percent of Wisconsin – In January 2006, Governor Jim Doyle stated that 
no child should ever be without health insurance. Since February 2008, all kids in Wisconsin have been 
able to get the health care they need at a price their families can afford through BadgerCare Plus.  
 
BadgerCare Plus allows every Wisconsin family, regardless of income, to have access to affordable, 
comprehensive health care coverage for their kids. In addition, BadgerCare Plus also offers coverage for 
more pregnant women, self-employed parents and farmers, and youth aging out of foster care. BadgerCare 
Plus is a simple program that promotes prevention and healthy behavior. Starting July 1, 2009 Governor 
Doyle is expanding this program to include income-eligible adults without dependent children.  
 
Since its inception, BadgerCare Plus has enrolled 107,055 Wisconsin residents (69,084 of whom are 
children) who were not previously enrolled in the BadgerCare program. As of January 2009, the program 
had a total of 590,975 members. 
 
Low Cost Prescription Drugs for 90,000 Seniors – Wisconsin’s SeniorCare program is a one-of-a-kind 
initiative that provides low cost prescription drugs for 90,000 seniors for less than half the cost of Medicare 
Part D since 2002.   
 
SeniorCare is cheaper, easier to apply for and provides better drug coverage than Medicare Part D. The 
annual federal cost per enrollee for SeniorCare is $588, less than half the average Part D beneficiary cost 
of $1,690, saving taxpayers and the federal government more than $90 million dollars each year. The State 
of Wisconsin is also able to leverage additional savings because it can use its bargaining power to 
negotiate the lowest prices for prescription drugs. 
 
Through SeniorCare, Wisconsin has led the way in keeping its programs simple and easy to understand. 
Unlike Part D, SeniorCare has a simple enrollment process, a $30 annual enrollment fee, an income-based 
deductible and copayments of $5 for generic drugs or $15 for brand drugs. SeniorCare also does not have 
a strict enrollment period or enrollment penalty, nor do members face the infamous “donut hole” that hurts 
far too many seniors under Part D. There is also no asset test for SeniorCare enrollees who are only 
required to fill out a simple one page application form. 
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Caring for More People in Community Settings for Less – Under Governor Doyle’s leadership, in 2007, 
Wisconsin began the statewide expansion of a long-term care pilot program known as Family Care. Family 
Care serve elders and people with disabilities with a need for a nursing home level of care. The program is 
a Medicaid managed care entitlement that provides access to home and community-based long term care, 
or skilled nursing care, without delay. This approach results in lower monthly costs per member– saving the 
Wisconsin Medicaid program an average of $450 per month per person. Because Family Care serves all 
who are eligible, Wisconsin is well on its way to eliminating waiting lists for home and community based 
long term care services. 

 
Family Care works because Wisconsin has established business systems, data collection and quality 
oversight necessary for a program serving our most vulnerable citizens. Through Family Care, Wisconsin 
offers the state’s frail seniors and people with disabilities long term care that is built around choice of 
outcomes and access to high quality services, in a cost-effective manner.   
 
Purchasing Quality Health Care for Medicaid Members – Since January 1, 2009, all health plans or 
HMOs participating in Medicaid are required to take part in the Pay-for-Performance (P4P) initiative. P4P 
ties financial incentives to performance as a means of holding HMOs accountable for the quality of health 
care provided to the Medicaid population through their networks.   
 
P4P is an important step in creating health plan and provider accountability for outcomes and transforming 
the Medicaid program into a value-based purchaser of improved health outcomes. It improves the 
performance of the health care delivery system as well as improving the health care outcomes of Medicaid 
members. 
 
Cutting Costs and Improving Quality Through 21st Century Technology – Health information 
technology is helping Wisconsin reduce health care costs and improve quality. Governor Doyle’s health 
care agenda includes supporting the adoption of electronic medical records by Wisconsin’s health care 
providers and promoting electronic health information exchange.   
 
In 2005, Governor Doyle created the eHealth Care Quality and Patient Safety Board, which adopted a plan 
to promote statewide adoption of electronic health records and exchange of health information. In addition, 
three of the leading providers of electronic medical records systems – Epic Systems, GE and the 
Marshfield Clinic – are all located in Wisconsin. The Department of Health Services has also been a key 
player in the linking of emergency departments in Milwaukee, ensuring that emergency room clinicians get 
up to date information about a patient’s recent medical visits, procedures, and prescriptions at any linked 
facility around the Milwaukee metropolitan area. The Wisconsin Health Information Organization has 
collected claims data on 1.5 million Wisconsin lives, including an objective evaluation of the overall quality 
and cost-effectiveness of the care received by those patients. 
 

 
Key Statistics 
 98 –  percentage of Wisconsin residents that will be insured under Gov. Doyle’s plans 
 2nd – Wisconsin’s national ranking in health insurance coverage  
 Over 107,000 – new enrollees in BadgerCare Plus since 2008 
 Nearly 70,000 – number of children enrolled in BadgerCare Plus during that time 
 Over $90 million – annual savings to taxpayers and federal government under Senior Care 
 90,000 – Wisconsin seniors who depend on Senior Care for prescription access 
 $450 – average monthly Medicaid savings per person under Family Care 

- 30 - 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


